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August 21, 2002

To the Honorabl e Menbers of the
I1linois House of Representatives
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Governor by
Article 1V, Section 9(e) of the Illinois Constitution of
1970, and re-affirnmed by the People of the State of Illinois
by popul ar referendumin 1974, and conform ng to the standard
articulated by the Illinois Suprene Court in People ex Rel.
Klinger v. Howett, 50 I1IlI. 2d 242 (1972), Continental
IIlinois National Bank and Trust Co. v. Zagel, 78 Ill. 2d 387
(1979), People ex Rel. Cty of Canton v. Crouch, 79 Ill. 2d
356 (1980), and County of Kane v. Carlson, 116 1IIll. 2d 186
(1987), that gubernatorial action be consistent with the
fundanent al purposes and the intent of the bill, | hereby
return House Bill 4179, entitled "AN ACT in relation to
crimnal law," with my specific recommendati ons for change.

House Bill 4179 anmends the Crimnal Code to anend the
of fense of aggravated assault concerning energency nedi cal
techni ci ans (EMIs) and ot her nedi cal assistance personnel. It
del etes the requirenents that the EMI nust be an enpl oyee of
a nmunicipality or other governnental unit. This |egislation
also ensures that enployees of a police or sheriff's
departnent engaged in the performance of authorized duties
are protected under the aggravated assault and aggravated
battery laws. This legislation also increases the penalty for
aggravated assault of an energency nedi cal technician when a
firearmis used froma Cass A m sdeneanor (up to 1 year in
county jail and/or fine up to $2,500) to a Class 4 felony (1
to 3 years in prison and/or fine up to $25,000).

Enmer gency nedi cal technicians, as well as police officers
and firefighters, have a difficult job. The sanme holds true
for enployees of a police departnment. Any protection that
t hese professions can receive fromcrinmes conmtted against
them is inportant because we depend on these public safety
professions to protect us. The least we can do is protect
them and penalize those who prevent the performance of their
duties. | do not disagree wth the purpose of such
legislation to equalize such offenses as aggravated assault
or aggravated battery when the victimis an EMI or enpl oyee
of a |law enforcenent agency. However, there are sone
i nconsi stencies in |anguage of this legislation that need to
be <corrected. Both of the aggravated assault and aggravated
battery statutes have sections that reference "official
duties", as opposed to "authorized" which is the [|anguage
being used in this legislation. Furthernore, there were sone

i nadvertent errors that nust be corrected. To ensure
consistency, clarify other provisions, and prevent court
chal I enges, | recommend the changes set forth bel ow

In addition, because of t he i nportance of this
legislation, | request that the effective date of this

| egi sl ati on be anended as to have the original effective date
as this legislation had when it came to ny desk. Any
anmendatory veto action would nove the effective date to June
1, 2003, unless otherw se stated. Thus, | also recomend t hat
this legislation state the effective date as January 1, 2003.

For these reasons, | return House Bill 4179 wth the
foll ow ng recommendati ons for change:

On page 3, lines 10 and 14, by replacing "efftetal” each
tinme it appears with "official";

On page 4, line 20, by replacing "authorized" wth
"official"; and
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On page 8, line 13, by inserting "engaged" after
“department”; and

On page 8, line 14, by replacing "authorized" wth
"official"; and

On page 9, by inserting after line 12 the foll ow ng:

"Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect
January 1, 2003.".

Wth these specific recomendations for change, House
Bill 4179 wll have ny approval. | respectfully request your
concurrence.

Si ncerely,
s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor
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